THE YEAR IS 632 AD. THE BYZANTINE
EMPIRE IS ALL THAT REMAINS OF
WHAT ONCE WAS THE MIGHTY ROMAN
EMPIRE. SHE HERSELF HAS ONLY JUST
SURVIVED A MIGHTY WAR AGAINST
PERSIA. BOTH EMPIRES NOW LAY
EXHAUSTED FROM THEIR LONG YEARS
OF STRUGGLE. MEANWHILE, FURTHER
SOUTH IN THE DESERTS OF ARABIA,
THE PROPHET MOHAMMED HAS GIVEN
NEW MEANING TO AN OLD RELIGION
AND SETS THE PEOPLES OF THAT LAND
ON A COURSE OF ACTION WHICH

WILL ECHO DOWN THE AGES. UNDER
THE LEADERSHIP OF A SUCCESSION

OF CALIPHS THE ISLAMIC ARABS

ARE ABOUT TO DESCEND ON THE
PROSTRATE BODIES OF THE PERSIAN
AND BYZANTINE EMPIRES.






